BS8 - "The Kingdom of God is Near" - Mark 1
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Special thanks to Eunice, Jenny, Nathaniel, and Sandra for their work on this study!!  
Crossing the Bridge from the Old to the New

Between the Old Testament and the New Testament were 4 centuries of silence; 400 years of longing and expectation, of waiting for Yahweh to return to Zion to conquer Israel’s enemies, to dwell with His people, to vindicate and restore them, and to usher in an earthly Davidic throne and rule. After all these years of waiting, Jesus finally arrives on the scene, announcing “the time has come … and the kingdom of God is near”. (Mark 1:15)  But this fulfillment of the Old Testament hope was not taking place along expected lines. While the Jews expected a dynamic demonstration of earthly power and political rule, Jesus came preaching and calling attention to the hidden person of the heart.
The Nature of The Kingdom
1. Read Mark 4:26-32, Luke 17:20-21 and Romans 14:17.  Make at least 5 observations about the Kingdom of God from these verses

This kingdom that is inaugurated in Jesus enters into the world not visibly discerned by human perception, but rather, in a hidden form, to work secretly within and among men. Rather than dramatically overthrowing Israel’s political enemies, Jesus the King is born in a humble stable, rides into Jerusalem on a donkey, and dies the shameful death of a criminal on a wooden cross. 
             Despite its humble and almost imperceptible inception, the "seed" (Mark 4:31,32) that was planted by the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ would keep growing and growing and growing. It would eventually span time and space as millions and millions through the centuries would enter this kingdom. This kingdom would be powerful, doing battle with evil (Matthew 12:28), conquering and crushing Satan, and ultimately defeating Satan's kingdom of sin and darkness.
The Undeserving Citizens of The Kingdom
2. Looking at the nature of this Kingdom, and at the following verses, who is fit or qualified to be in this Kingdom? How do we enter into this Kingdom?

a. Matthew 18:3-4

b. Matthew 19:23

c. Luke 9:62

d. Luke 18:17
e. Colossians 1:13

f. 2 Peter 1:4-11

3. “Repent” literally means to turn around, 180 degrees, and head in a new direction. When we talk about repenting, it only makes sense that the questions that follow are, “Repent to what? Repent from what?” Fill in the blanks for your own life, in terms of how the Lord is continually and specifically calling you to repentance. Be specific.


Repent from ____________________________________________________________________


Repent to ______________________________________________________________________

         In the message, Arthur references Isaiah 52:7 and explains that in antiquity when the people of a nation at war saw a messenger coming towards them they would be able to tell pretty quickly what kind of news the messenger brought. If the messenger was bearing the good news of a victory his gait would most likely be strong and his footfall quick and brisk. If, however, the message was one of defeat, this would be reflected in the way the messenger carried himself. So much can be communicated before even a word is spoken and thus Isaiah says how beautiful are the mere “feet of him who brings good news.” 
4. Read Isaiah 52:1-10. Inferring from the surrounding verses, what exactly is the “good news” referenced in verse 7? 
5. Read Romans 10:5-15. What specifically is the “good news” (v. 15) referred to in this context?
6. We are all messengers and bear news of some kind. What kind of message are you “preaching”? In all honesty, what is the underlying message behind the actual words you speak everyday at school, at home, and at church?
7. What kind of conclusions can people come to by just watching your “footfall” or the way you live your life? If they don’t hear the actual words you say will they still know you come bearing good news?
8. It doesn’t make sense for a person to “preach” a gospel of grace and peace while living a life of anxiety, frustration, and bondage. How well does the message of what you say line up with the message of how you live? 
        God has to deal with a sinful and rebellious people, but that does not derail Him from fulfilling His plan to restore humanity's relationship with Himself, with each other, and with the physical world. As     Arthur heartily declared during last week's message, "Where sin abounds, grace abounds all the more. We keep sinning, God keeps forgiving." His grace is stronger than our sin and His store of forgiveness lasts longer than our persistent rebellion.  Jesus says in Mark 1:15, “The kingdom of God is NEAR,” but not that it has arrived. God’s kingdom is inaugurated in Jesus, but is not fully accomplished. The kingdom of God is being fulfilled in the person and ministry of Jesus, as He lived and walked on this earth and now lives in the hearts of His saints, but is not yet fully consummated.
9. Luke 17:21 tells us that the kingdom of God is within you, if Christ the King dwells in your heart. Pastor John MacArthur explains that “the kingdom we are living in now is a Kingdom from within the heart”. In what way is this kingdom in you hidden and secret and is "not yet"? And in what way do you experience the dynamic power of His kingdom in you? 
The Glorious King of The Kingdom
10. Read Isaiah 40:3-5, Isaiah 61:1-3 and Malachi 4.  What do these verses tell us about the coming King?  How will He come to us?  What will be the signs that He is the King?
11. Read Mark 1:1-15.  Make at least 5 observations about the people involved and what is happening.  How does this narrative link the kingdom of David in the OT with the Kingdom of Christ in the NT?  What does it mean to be anointed by God? What qualifications are necessary in order to be anointed?
12. We live in an age where Jesus has already come and death is factually overcome, but we are still awaiting that final day when Jesus will return in His full power and glory to judge and to reign, and to finally claim His crown.  Read Matthew 28:18-20 as well as Matthew 25:1-13, how are we to live during this "church age"?
Coram Deo

John Dickson said, “I am in danger of becoming an expert on Jesus more than a worshipper.” Sometimes we zone in and only focus on certain aspects of Jesus, whether it’s the historical Jesus, the Jesus who cared for the disabled, the Jesus who was a friend of sinners, etc. We become so good at picking and studying the aspects of Him that we like... and we come to know all about this “Jesus,” while never really knowing Him for who He is.   
13. Who is Jesus to YOU? Is He Someone that you know about, or Someone whom you truly know and worship? How do you need to adjust your vision of Jesus? 

14. Jesus is not simply Lord in some nebulous sense, or political sense, or some symbolic sense.  He is the Lord of ALL of God's promises.  He is the A - Z of God's promises.  Look up Revelations 22:13 and write a paragraph explaining the depth and significance of this statement.


In the message, Arthur asked the following, "Is He really everything to you, A-Z, shaping who you are, what you are, where you are going, what you are doing, how you are responding, the way you are thinking, how you are feeling, what you are dreaming about, what you are longing for, what you are working towards, where you are heading?  Is He everything to you?  That's the definition of a Christian!  Anything less really isn't a Christian!" 
15. Is Jesus A to Z in your life?  What does it mean for Jesus to be everything to you?  What would that actually look like, in terms of specific areas of your life?
